LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
with regard to the imperfect condition of the parochial
registers owing to the omission of any record of the burial
of dissenters in private burial grounds. Letters were
written to the two archbishops requesting them to compel
the clergy to send copies of the parish registers annually
to their diocesans or the chancellors " according to the
canons of 1603." Apparently this suggestion was not
complied with, for twelve years later Mr. Rose, speaking
in the House of Commons on the Parish Registers Bill,
advised a similar scheme, so as to reduce to some system
of order the confusion into which parochial documents
had drifted. A list of the public libraries was prepared
where copies of all papers printed by order of the House of
Commons must be deposited. The political crisis which
took place in January 1801 and which resulted in the
resignation of the Prime Minister, the appointment of the
Speaker in his place, the succession of Sir John Mitford
to the Speakership, and the nomination of Abbot to the
post of Chief Secretary for Ireland, were changes sorely
felt by the Commission. By Sir John Mitford's departure
for Ireland in the following year the Commission was
deprived of the services of one of its most capable and
learned advisers.
At the close of the year 1800 England was still in so dis-
turbed a condition that Sir John Mitford brought forward
a motion for leave to continue the Habeas Corpus Sus-
pension Act for a limited time. He was supported by Pitt,
but met with violent opposition from the enemies of the
Government. The Act was condemned as cruel, unjust
and oppressive, and he was accused of introducing the
motion to escape from the difficulties in which he would
be placed when the persons arrested under the Bill were
set free. A bitter personal attack on him was answered
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